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crazy. Why would anyone ever do 

that? What good could possibly 

come from it? 

 Well, despite this experi-

ence in my own youth and because 

of witnessing the experience of our 

RPPC youth last year, I decided to 

join our youth in their famine this 

fall. To be completely forthright, I 

did it for them. Not for me. It was 

an expression of solidarity with our 

youth. 

 

(continued on page 7) 
 

(

recently had a conversion 

experience and our youth are 

responsible. It all started last year 

when I witnessed their commit-

ment and sacrifice during their 30 

Hour Famine project. I was im-

pressed. They could have been 

doing so many other thingsð

going to the movies, the mall, or 

just having a relaxing weekend at 

home doing nothingðbut they 

gave their weekend to fast, raise 

funds for hunger and deliver food 

to the food pantry. I joined them 

on Saturday evening and led them 

in a communion service as they 

broke their fast. Then they shared 

their experience in worship the next 

day and my heart began to change. 

 Itôs not that I do not support 

raising funds to support hunger and 

delivering food to food pantries. Of 

course I do. Itôs not that I donôt 

think it is great for our youth to 

spend time together at the church as 

a group, watching movies, having 

discussions and taking part in devo-

tions. Of course I do. It was the 

fasting. 

 I had many opportunities in 

my own youth to participate in fasts 

and I never did. The reason is 

rooted in my own experience with 

those who are plagued by hunger 

and other issues related to extreme 

poverty. When I was in high school 

I took part in a church sponsored 

trip to Nicaragua. We spent a week 

in a rural village planting trees and 

delivering medical supplies. We 

lived in what I would describe as a 

hut and ate rice and beans for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner every-

day. The people of the village in-

sisted that we eat first and have our 

fill. This seemed backwards to us. 

We were there to help them. But it 

was their way of being hospitable, 

plus they knew Americans like to 

eat. So they freely and gladly 

shared their food. And it was good.  

 From that experience, I had 

quite a different picture of people in 

third world countries. They are not 

to be pitied. In many ways, they 

have a better grasp of real life than 

you and I. To them, the idea of will-

ingly passing up a meal is just plain 
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In our thoughts and prayers 

are our members and friends: 

Joe Day (in hospice care),  

Dona Fisher (Christine Tennies' mother),  

and Charles Young. 

 

 

Happy Birthday this month to... 
 

Spencer Bond (October 7) 

Riley Friedman (October 9) 

Madeline Cochran (October 18) 

Katherine Hurst (October 19) 

Emma Patron (October 19) 

Riley Sigler (October 20) 

Daniel Wolfgang (October 21) 

Logan Beaty (October 25) 

George Thomsen (October 29) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or someone in your family has a 

special event that you would like to acknowledge 

in The Epistle, please contact the Church Office. 
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People We Know and Love... 

Attendance & Contributions  
 

September 6, 2009ð49 
$2,678 Pledge / $28 Plate 

 

September 13, 2009 - 78 
$3,208 Pledge / $31 Plate 

 

September 20, 2009 - 76 
$2,386 Pledge / $100 Plate 

 

September 27, 2009  - 62 

$2,086 Pledge / $21 Plate 

 

 

 

 

We Welcome Our  

New Staff Members! 
 

We welcome our new office manager, 

Heather Royster. She will be beginning 

on Thursday, October 8 and will be in 

the office Monday through Friday from 

8:30 to 2:30. Also, Caroline Macsherry 

Mapp is our new bookkeeper. She 

keeps office hours on Mondays,  

from 11-1.  

Regular office hours are now 

M-F, 8:30-2:30 

Come one!  Come All!  All hands on deck for the annual Trustee 

Fall Work Day on Saturday, October 17th from approximately 

9:00-12:00.  Put on your work clothes, bring your gardening tools 
and gloves.  We'll supply the coffee, donuts and work.  We also 

need help with some inside work as well.  See you there! 



 

 

October 11,  2009 

28rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
How To Get a Camel Through the Eye of a Needle 

Mark 10:17-31 

Confirmation: ñGetting To...Belongò 

 

October 18, 2009 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Moving Beyond Ourselves 

Mark 10:35-45 

Baptism of Oliver Bay, son of Matt & Christa Bay 

 

October 25, 2009 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Why do we Pray? 

Psalm 34:1-8; Mark 10:46-52 

Confirmation: ñGetting To...The Storyò 

 

November 1 

All Saintsô Day 
In Life and Death We Belong to God 

Ruth 1:1-18 
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WOODWORKER NEEDED  
 

The CE program is looking for a volunteer who is 

interested in crafting some simple wooden figures to 

be used for storytelling time in our Sunday School.  

Please see Heather von Marko for more details.    

Worship Schedule 
10:00am Sunday Mornings 
The Rev. Mark W. Hanna Visitation Committee 

 A Visitation Committee is in the 

formative stages within the Board of 

Deacons. We need your help. Please 

consider being a member of this 

committee. 

      We plan to do our visiting as a 

team of two, but there are no hard and 

fast rules. Reaching out to our 

members who are homebound or 

seniors who have limited involvement 

with the church is the important goal.             

If you would like to join this 

committee, just call Elaine Cochran at 

(410)- 662-4130.  

Sign up to be a Liturgist Today! 
 

Anyone can do it. The material  is all 
provided and it is a great way to serve. 

 
Sign up sheet is located outside of the workroom. 
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