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A t this time of year, when you 

are in public and exchanging 

greetings with a stranger, do you 

say, ñHappy Holidaysò or ñMerry 

Christmas?ò ñHappy Holidaysò has 

become the standard greeting and I 

sometimes hear people lament that 

it is no longer appropriate to use the 

more specific greeting. 
 

For some, this is just another 

example of political correctness 

gone too far. It is evidence that we 

are more concerned with being sure 

that we donôt offend anyone than 

we are with proudly claiming who 

we are.  Furthermore, some take it 

as a sign of the loss of status that 

Christians have experienced in our 

society. There was a time when it 

was assumedðrightly or 

wronglyðthat so called Christian 

values were the dominant values of 

the culture. 
 

In response to this shift, perhaps 

you have heard others, or perhaps 

you have even thought or uttered 

yourself that what we need to do is 

put ñChristò back into Christmas. 

When I hear this sentiment 

expressed, I wonder exactly what 

we mean by it. Often I fear we 

mean that in order to proudly claim 

our own religious tradition, we have 

to ignore the thoughts and feelings 

of those who do not share them or, 

even worse, that we need to demean 

others in the process. I am not sure 

what is ñChristianò about that. 

(Except the part about church, 

hopefully.) 
 

Too often we live out the values of 

the dominant cultureðwhich are 

not all bad, but neither are they all 

goodðwithout thought or 

reflection. 
 

And sometimes we make the 

mistake of too quickly associating 

them with the values of our faith, 

again without reflecting on the 

difference.   
 

Christmas can be a time for 

renewal and rebirth for us as 

Christians; a time for us to re-sort 

our lives and priorities to more 

closely reflect those Christ-like 

values we strive, but often fail to 

live. It is a time for us to take stock 

and be honest. Where have we been 

judgmental? Where have we 

neglected the needs or feelings of 

another? How have we ignored 

those whom we do not agree or 

understand? 
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I think it is very Christ-like of us 

to respect the beliefs and feelings 

of others. I think it is very 

Christian of us to promote 

understanding and tolerance of 

other cultures and traditions. 

I think it is very possible for us 

to stand up confidently for our 

faith, to proudly celebrate our 

own traditions, without 

offending others in the process.  
 

I am also very much so in favor 

of putting Christ back into 

Christmas, but perhaps I 

understand that a bit differently 

than some.  
 

To me this is not a statement of 

superiority over other traditions, 

but the proper claiming of our 

own. 
 

Christmas is a time not just for 

shopping, presents, meals with 

family, a church service, then 

more shopping where we return 

the gifts that we didnôt like or 

didnôt fitðall that is fine in 

proper proportion and in its 

placeðbut really that has very 

little to do with our faith.  



 

 

Happy Birthday to our  
Winter Birthdaysé 

 

12/22ð Claire Evans 
12/26ð Andrew Kirkpatrick 

12/27ð Martha Thomas 
12/30ð David Belt 
1/01ð Aiden Orr 

1/01ð Becky Rawle 
1/01ð Patrick Rawle 
1/03ð Matt Salsbury 

1/03ð Philip Thomsen 
1/05ð Ripp Fridell  
1/15ð Lois Moyar 

1/16ð Christine Tennies 
1/21ð Bill Olsen 

1/21ð Katherine Hurst 
1/30ð Stephen Salsbury 

1/31ð Scott Hughes 
2/05ð Joan Buttner 

2/07ð Bernice Magner 
2/22ð Ruby McAslan 
2/22ð Christian Sigler 
2/23ð Robyn Glover 

 
If your name is not listed and you would like  

to be included on our birthday list,  
please contact the church office.  
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People We Know and Love... 

{ŜǇǘΦ κhŎǘΦ κbƻǾΦ  bǳƳōŜǊǎ 

                             !ǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ 

фκлпς рл             млκнς уп            ммκсς уо 

фκммς то             млκфς ул            ммκмоς ус 

фκмуς мор           млκмсς фо          ммκнлς уп 

фκнрς ст             млκноς тр           ммκнтς ум 

                              млκолς ус          

    

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ  

         tƭŜŘƎŜ-ϷпуΣтуфΦрф 

 tƭŀǘŜ - ϷмΣнлфΦпм 

     

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΥ 

Lynne Jackson (wife of Cal Jackson), Karen 

Rossbottom (Misty Rossbottomôs step-daughter), 

John Taylor (surgery), Phillip Collisterôs parents,         

Bill Sailorsô dad, Erin Walsh, The Sigler family (on 

the passing of Richardôs mother), Sharon Halm, The 

Ulle family (on the passing of Nan Ulle),  Darlene 

George (on the passing of her sister-in-law, Linda 

Hughes), David & Danny Guillame and Kay Papa 

Nou. 

REMINDERREMINDERREMINDER : The Epistle is created and sent 

out via email every quarter.   
 

There is a weekly all church email that is sent 

out on Wednesdays with updates and current 

church events.  
 

If you are not on our 

email list and would 

like to receive the 

epistle and all church 

weekly emails, please 

contact the church 

office.  
 

Thank you. 



 

 

January 1st                                               
New Yearõs Day                                                            
The Fullness of Time                                                                     
Isaiah 61: 10-62:3; Galatians 4:4 -7  

January 8th                                                                    

Baptism of the Lord                                      

A Hovering Spirit                                                      

Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1 -7; Mark 1:4 -11                                    

January 15th                                                     

Epiphany 2                                                             

Listening for the Call                                                

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Samuel 3:1 -10 

January 22nd                                                    

Epiphany 3                                                            

A Change in Direction                                                                    

Jonah 3:1 -5, 10; Mark 1:14 -20                                                      

January 29th                                                      

Epiphany 4                                                                  

The Need for Affirmation                                       

Psalm 84:1-12; Luke 2:22-40 
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January Worship Schedule 
10:00am Sunday Mornings 

 

Thank you to Austin & Darlene George 

for their generous gift of candelabras 
to the church.  The church has always 

rented the candelabras for our 

Christmas Eve services and now with 
their gift, we can offer them for 

various other occasions in service.  

 
Thank you Darlene and Austin!  

Thank you volunteers!  
 

A big thank you to everyone 
that came out on Dec. 3rd to 

help hang the greens and 
decorate our 
sanctuary for 

Christmas.   
A special thank 

you to David 
Patterson for 
coordinating 

the greens and 
flowers again 

this year.    

Kids Night Out  
At RPPC  

 
December 16th  

Drop off at 5:30pm  
Pick up at 8:30pm  

 
$10 first child;  

$5 each additional  
 

Kids will enjoy a movie, dinner, 
crafts and games!  

 
Please RSVP to the event 

through the church office.  
 


