Welcome to Roland Park Presbyterian Church.
We’re glad you’re here!

January 10, 2021

The world tells you many lies about who you are,
and you simply have to be realistic enough to remind yourself of this.
Every time you feel hurt, offended, or rejected, you have to dare to say to yourself:
“These feelings, strong as they may be, are not telling me the truth about myself.
The truth, even though I cannot feel it right now, is that I am the chosen child of God,
precious in God's eyes, called the Beloved from all eternity, and held safe in an everlasting belief.”
~Henri J. M. Nouwen, Life of the Beloved

THE SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY
January 10, 2021
10:30 AM
CENTERING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

In Dich Hab’ Ich Gehofft, Herr. BWV 640
(In Thee, Lord, Have I Put my Trust)
Esther Lee, organ

J. S. Bach

Words of Welcome
Thank you for joining us today. We hope that today’s service will be meaningful for you.
You can always visit us at our website for the latest happenings and information.
https://www.rolandparkchurch.org/
If this is your first time with us, you can email Pastor Mark to introduce yourself and
learn more about the congregation: pastor@rolandparkchurch.org
Today’s Call to Worship written by Joanna Harader and
posted on Spacious Faith. http://spaciousfaith.com/.
Today’s Prayer of Confession written by Rev. Nancy J, on her blog,
wonderings through life and other such nonsense.
All today’s music is used by permission:
CCLI - Christian Copyright Licensing International
17205 SE Mill Plain Blvd, Suite 150, Vancouver, WA 98683
© 2020 CCLI, All rights reserved
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # A735403. All rights reserved.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
We worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our lives.
We need not look up to find God, we need only to look around:
within ourselves, beyond ourselves, into the eyes of another.
We need not listen for distant thunder to find God,
we need only to listen to the music of life,
the words of children, the questions of the curious, the rhythm of a heartbeat.
Let us worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our lives.
*HYMN #3
Womb of Life and Source of Being
(Scroll down for lyrics and music…)

RAQUEL

CALL TO CONFESSION
Through baptism we enter the covenant God has established. Within this covenant God gives us
new life, guards us from evil, and nurtures us in love. In embracing that covenant, we choose
whom we will serve, by turning from evil and turning to Jesus Christ. Let us pray:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us part of the body of
Christ. We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, separated from sisters and
brothers in Christ. We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to
welcome one another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving kindness, have
mercy on us, and free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you make in baptism so that we
may rise to new life, and live together in grace.
Time for Silent Reflection
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In baptism God claims us, and seals us to show that we belong to God. God frees us from sin and
death, uniting us with Jesus Christ in his death and resurrection. By water and the Holy Spirit,
we are made members of the church, the body of Christ, and joined to Christ's ministry of love,
peace, and justice.
TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
ANTHEM

This is My Beloved Son
Chancel Soloists

Daniel Uhl

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING
GOD’S STORY

Luke 3:1-22

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two
coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them,
“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should
we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be
satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. But Herod the ruler,
who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the evil
things that Herod had done, added to them all by shutting up John in prison.
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
For the Word of God in scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
For the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE

Radical Trust

*HYMN #164
Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways
(Scroll down for lyrics and music…)

WEST MAIN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
During the prayer there will be a time for you to give voice to your own prayers,
after which the leader will say, “Lord, in your mercy,” or “Lord, we give thanks,”
and the entire congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERING
Everyone has something to offer. Just your joining with us today is an offering of yourself to our
communal worship. If this is your first time with us, we want to hear from you. Please let us know your
name and how best to contact you after today’s service. You can do this in the Zoom chat room, by
commenting on the Facebook Live Stream or by emailing Pastor Mark directly:
pastor@rolandparkchurch.org. Pastor Mark or one of our leaders would love to be in touch with you in
the coming days. Anyone is able to offer prayers. You can offer prayer requests in the chat room or on
the Facebook Live Stream. Additionally, we invite you to visit the prayer request page on our website
any day of the week: https://www.rolandparkchurch.org/care/prayer-concern-request/.
Finally, you can offer your monetary gifts to support the mission and ministry of our congregation.
To give online, you can visit the giving page on our website to make a one time or recurring gift. If you
prefer to give by check you can send it in to 4801 Roland Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21210. We thank you
for joining us today and offering your voice, prayers and presence to our gathering.

Offertory

Grant Us Thy Peace
Chancel Soloists
Paul Balsley, soloist

*Doxology (Hymn #606)

Felix Mendelssohn

OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN
God of Love, We’ve Known Division
(Scroll down for lyrics and music…)

BEACH SPRING

*CHARGE

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS TODAY

We look to our Lord for strength and healing. We look to each other to see our Lord in action. We
remember all those in harm’s way, those recovering from natural disasters, refugees and people
in conflict, and facing new challenges. Among our church family: Austin and Darlene George,
Joan Buttner, Kent Moore, Claudia Neely Tiebout, Sharon Halm, Sandy Budd (daughter-in-law
of Margaret Budd), Jim McBride (father of Tonya Robles), Mark Moran (friend of Mike Robles),
Billie Jasinski (friend of Sharon Halm), the community of Roland Park and David & Danny
Guillaume along with the staff and children of Kay Papa Nou & Unity House.

IN PREPARATION FOR NEXT SUNDAY
January 17, 2021
10:30 AM Worship
Scripture: Luke 4: 14-30
Message: Sermon at Nazareth
Join Us Via Zoom
https://zoom.us/j/343468948
Meeting ID: 343 468 948
Dial in +1 646 558 8656 US
Meeting ID: 343 468 948
Password Required:
Contact Pastor Mark or Check Weekly Email for Password

Pursuing Justice · Practicing Hospitality · Engaging Curious Faith

CHURCH STAFF
Mark W. Hanna, Pastor
Phillip Collister-Murray, Director of Music
Esther Lee, Organist
Shayla Redfearn, Director of Christian Education
Jennifer Ronald, Director of Church Relations
Caroline Mapp, Bookkeeper
Tony Mason, Custodian

pastor@rolandparkchurch.org
pcollister@towson.edu
estherlee1010@gmail.com
dce@rolandparkchurch.org
office@rolandparkchurch.org
bookkeeper@rolandparkchurch.org
custodian@rolandparkchurch.org

BOARD OF ELDERS

BOARD OF DEACONS

Jean Brune (2021*)
Jackie Capecci (2022**)
Mary Carey (2023**)
Laura Cochran (2023**)
Julie Evans (2021*)
Phoebe Evans Letocha (2021*)
Jim Lyall (2021**)
Neil McAslan (2022**)
Neil McCabe (2022**)
Ginny Rutherford (2023**), Clerk
Richard Sigler (2023*)
Mark W. Hanna, Moderator
Nelson Murphy, Treasurer

Tiffany Abraham (2021**)
David Bauer (2022**)
Carol Bishop (2023**)
Amy Hanna (2022*)
Barbara Jarvis (2023*)
Richard Letocha (2021*)
Daniel Martin-Minnich (2022**), moderator
Kathy Matava (2022**)
Holden McAleer (2021*)
Bill Olsen (2021**)
David Patterson (2023*)
Mike Robles (2023*)

YOUTH DEACONS
* indicates 1st term, ** 2nd term

Audrey Hanna, Nathan Letocha,
Zach Lutzky & Annelise Olsen

An inclusive and welcoming congregation
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the
Presbytery of Baltimore.

ROLAND PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ADDRESS
4801 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m.- Noon

WEBSITE
RolandParkChurch.org

PHONE
410.889.2001

EMAIL
office@rolandparkchurch.org

FOLLOW US
@RolandParkPC

