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The Sunday Painters Art Exhibition  
by Cooper, Frazier, Kor, Kusiak, Murtha and Zajano 

Opens September 15 at Roland Park Presbyterian Church  
 

 
A painting exhibition by Cris Cooper, Elicia Frazier, Patricia Kor, Mary Jane Kusiak, 
Jennifer Kohn Murtha and Carol Fields Zajano opens September 15. A free reception will be 
held on Sunday, October 30 from Noon - 2 p.m. at the Roland Park Presbyterian Church 
(RPPC), Roland Park, MD. Light refreshments will be served. The exhibition The Sunday 
Painters features oil, acrylic and watercolor paintings and will be on display until 
November 6.  More information about the exhibition can be found at: 
rolandparkchurch.org/serve/art-exhibitions 
 
In The Sunday Painters art exhibition at RPPC, Cooper, Frazier, Kor, Kusiak, Murtha and 
Zajano share some of the special magic that has come from their first year of meeting 
together at Zoll Studio of Fine Art on Sundays to spend afternoons painting. Arranged by 
the artists in the first floor gathering spaces of the Roland Park Presbyterian Church, The 
Sunday Painters exhibition invites viewers to enjoy paintings in a range of subject matter 
and mediums. Portraits, landscapes and seascapes abound, however a study of an 
individual flower or cloud formation may also be found. 
 
Cris Cooper is a native Baltimorean and graduate of Loyola College with a BA in art/media. 
After raising three boys, she attended The Schuler School in Baltimore for two years before 
finishing the 2.5-year-Evolve-Artist program. Cooper’s representational work 
incorporates her love of color, utilizing unusual shades and combinations, as well as a 
looser style. “Throughout my life, I have found ways to express myself through my hands 
whether through musical instruments, carving sculpture into stone, or designing and 
fabricating clothing. I want my art to show the movement of my hands and hence my 
brushwork,” says Cooper. 
 
A graduate of Maryland Institute College of Art with both a Bachelor of Fine Arts and 
Masters Degree in Art Teaching, Elicia Frazier is a full-time professional artist and 
certified “highly qualified” visual arts teacher for K-12th grade.  While she began her 
teaching career in public schools, for the past 11 years she has taught at Zoll Studio of Fine 
Art, ages K-adult. Her work is exhibited in galleries, plein air events and festivals, juried 
and non-juried events throughout the Maryland, Virginia and Washington, D.C. area, as 
well as being included in several corporate and private collections. She enjoys painting 
nature with its many moods and concentrates on how light affects color and energy. Elicia 
hopes her artwork will speak to your soul on a deep level to bring you peace, joy and 
serenity. 
 
Patricia Kor's passion for painting started at an early age back home in Argentina where 
she developed a love for color and contrast. Her career in the fashion industry allowed her 
to create chromatic, vibrant pieces with a life of their own.  Meanwhile, Kor’s painting 
style developed with the help of art masters like Andrea Rushing, Stuart Burton, Olya 
Losina and Matt Zoll. Kor is devoted to mastering painting and continuing to develop her 
personal style where color, drama and intensity play a big role. 
 
Mary Jane Kusiak, another graduate of Maryland Institute College of Art, is a painter to 
whom color is important. She enjoys painting in multiple genres including landscapes, 
still life, realism, portraits and abstraction. A daughter of two marines, she has traveled 
throughout North America to get her inspiration and stories to share visually. Currently 
teaching introductory drawing and painting at Catonsville Senior Center, Kusiak’s work 
has been exhibited in an impressive array of events and galleries including the Boston 
Museum of Fine Art and the Hopkins Center for Fine Art at Dartmouth College. 
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Portrait painter Jennifer Kohn Murtha maintains her studio in bucolic Baltimore County. 
She has studied with some of Baltimore's best portrait painters, including Ann Didusch 
Schuler, Elizabeth Byrd Mitchell, Henry Cooper and Palden Hamilton and is a graduate of 
the storied Schuler School of Fine Art. After graduation, Murtha has continued to refine 
her skills with Matt Zoll and Robert Liberace, both known for their commitment to the 
classical way, and by studying the great masters of the past. She paints full-time, both 
commissioned and non-commissioned portraits and has taught numerous workshops for 
novices to pros alike. Her work is in collections across the United States, Europe and 
Africa, plus one painting was bought by HBO for their program Veeps. Hosted at a 
landmark benefit by The Portrait Society of America and The Zoll Studio, Murtha was 
filmed painting a portrait of a breast cancer survivor for a documentary called The Cure, 
shown at the Cannes Film Festival, Sundance Films and the Academy Awards in 2015. She 
currently teaches both portrait and watercolor painting at CCBC, Hunt Valley campus. 
 
Carol Fields Zajano has always loved art. She graduated from Towson University in 1966 
with a degree in Education with a Math major and Art minor. In addition to completing her 
Masters in Education at Towson, her Masters in Technology for Educators at Johns 
Hopkins University, she also attended The University of Glasgow through the Fulbright 
Teachers Exchange Program where she earned a certificate in Special Education with an 
emphasis in integrating the arts across the curriculum. Upon returning to Maryland, she 
taught integrating the arts across the curriculum at Stevenson University. When Zajano 
took time away from teaching to raise her daughter and son she attended art classes at The 
Baltimore Museum of Art and The Walters Art Gallery. Upon retiring she returned to 
creating art. After trying many mediums, she returned to her favorite: watercolor. 
 
The congregation of Roland Park Presbyterian Church is excited to host this exhibition, 
the second in a series of rotating shows meant connect and enrich the community. Much 
of the work will be for sale. A percentage of sales will go toward RPPC mission partner, 
Gedco Cares Food Pantry. Located at 5502 York Road, Baltimore, MD 21212 behind St. Mary 
of the Assumption Catholic Church, the Gedco Cares food pantry serves the local 
community and has been experiencing critical need. Visitors are encouraged to bring a 
non-perishable food item donation to the exhibit. 
 
“As a community that comes together every Sunday to explore and enrich the practice of 
our faith, there’s something wonderfully sympatico in hosting another group who comes 
together each Sunday to work on their creative pursuits in community. None of us is 
meant to go through life alone and we gain so much when we invite the perspectives of 
others into our lives, both personally and professionally,” said RPPC Pastor Mark Hanna. 
Pastor Hanna invites visitors to come enjoy the artwork, meet the artists and enjoy 
fellowship.  
 

 
Painting by Cris Cooper 

  
Background on Roland Park Presbyterian Church 

  
Roland Park Presbyterian Church is a local community of faith that was founded in 1901. 
RPPC is an inclusive and welcoming member congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and More Light Presbyterians as well as an Earth Care and Matthew 25 Congregation 
that is pursuing justice, practicing hospitality and engaging curious faith. RPPC worships 
together each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.  Visit www.RolandParkChurch.org to learn more. 
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